
Is the book labeled as follows?Is the book labeled as follows?

no

Excellent. This is pretty easy. 

Just check the book out on your 

computer and tell Amazon to 

send the book to your device 

(Kindle, Kindle Fire, or free 

Kindle app). Sync your device 

and the book will be in your 

library.

If you have a Kindle Fire, you 

can do the whole thing on the 

Fire itself, just use the Kindle 

browser to check out the book.

yes

Grab a cup of coffee.

This might take a few 

minutes.

Do you have an actual 

Kindle device?

Excellent. Check out the book and follow 

the prompts on Amazon. You will need to 

download the book file to your computer, 

connect your Kindle to your computer via 

USB, and copy the book file into the 

“documents” folder on your Kindle.

This sounds hard, but it’s not that bad. It 

just takes a little time.

How to Check out Library Ebooks on Kindle (as of 2/21/2012 – this may change with no notice to libraries)

Does your Kindle have 

Wifi? (only the very 

oldest models don’t)

yes

no, my Kindle

only has 3G

yes

yes

no

Even though the labeling 

suggests that you can read this 

book on a free Kindle app (like 

for the iPad or the Droid or the 

PC), you can’t. We hope the 

ebook vendor will change the 

label soon to let you know this.

Some publishers don’t want 

libraries to buy and share their 

ebooks, so they change the 

rules even after we’ve bought 

their ebooks.

 

We wish that we could change 

this, and we’re working hard to 

try and explain the value of 

libraries to publishers, but they 

don’t yet understand.

for the Overdrive 

catalog shared by the 
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